
TITLE 38 - VETERANS' BENEFITS 
 
PART II - GENERAL BENEFITS 
CHAPTER 17 - HOSPITAL, NURSING HOME, DOMICILIARY, AND MEDICAL CARE 
SUBCHAPTER II - HOSPITAL, NURSING HOME, OR DOMICILIARY CARE AND MEDICAL TREATMENT          
 
SEC. 1714. FITTING AND TRAINING IN USE OF PROSTHETIC APPLIANCES; GUIDE DOGS; SERVICE DOGS 
 

(a) Any veteran who is entitled to a prosthetic appliance shall be furnished such fitting and 
training, including institutional training, in the use of such appliance as may be necessary, 
whether in a Department facility or other training institution, or by outpatient treatment, 
including such service under contract, and including travel and incidental expenses (under the 
terms and conditions set forth in section 111 of this title) to and from such veteran's home to 
such hospital or training institution. 
 
(b) The Secretary may provide guide dogs trained for the aid of the blind to veterans who are 
enrolled under section 1705 of this title. The Secretary may also provide such veterans with 
mechanical or electronic equipment for aiding them in overcoming the disability of blindness. 
 
(c) The Secretary may, in accordance with the priority specified in section 1705 of this title, 
provide -  
 

(1) service dogs trained for the aid of the hearing impaired to veterans who are hearing 
impaired and are enrolled under section 1705 of this title;  
 
(2) service dogs trained for the aid of persons with spinal cord injury or dysfunction or 
other chronic impairment that substantially limits mobility to veterans with such injury, 
dysfunction, or impairment who are enrolled under section 1705 of this title and; 
 
(3) service dogs trained for the aid of persons with mental illnesses, including post-
traumatic stress disorder, to veterans with such illnesses who are enrolled under section 
1705 of this title.' (Amended by Pub. L. 111-117, sec. 229, 123 Stat. 3307) 

 
(d) In the case of a veteran provided a dog under subsection (b) or (c), the Secretary may pay 
travel and incidental expenses for that veteran under the terms and conditions set forth in 
section 111 of this title to and from the veteran's home for expenses incurred in becoming 
adjusted to the dog. 
 


